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This book provides detailed information on the med-
ical and surgical management of the diabetic foot.
With chapters from many eminent contributors, the
book will serve as an excellent point of reference to
all individuals involved in the care of the diabetic
foot disease. The editors have attempted to cover
most the important aspects of the diabetic foot that
includes chapters addressing an overview of diabetes
and its complications, epidemiology, health costs,
pathophysiology, assessment, management and new
therapies for diabetic foot disease. Most chapters pro-
vide detailed information on the subject with a large
number of relevant and up-to-date references.
Chapter 9 (clinical examination of the diabetic foot
and identification of the at-risk patient) provides a
very clear and useful approach to assessing the dia-
betic foot, foot ulceration and the risk of progression
to amputation. Similarly Chapter 12 (Charcot changes
in the diabetic foot) addresses a much less common
but equally important and less understood complica-
tion of the diabetic foot. The author clearly describes
the various presentations of the Charcot foot and pro-
vides an excellent overview of the medical and surg-
ical management of destgructive neuroarthropathy. In
contrast the opening chapter attempts to provide an
overview of diabetes and its management. There are
one or two inaccuracies in the text and anyone requir-
ing specific information on the pathophysiology or
management of diabetes might find it more useful to
go to a more appropriate text.
Whilst the book is well-written and easy to read it is
much more of a reference book than a practical guide
to the diagnosis and management of diabetic foot
problems. The book is well presented with good illus-
trations in most chapters. Although there are a limited
number of colour illustrations in the middle of the
book it is disappointing that many of the chapter
illustrations are in black and white and as such do
not convey a clear image of the foot, various tissue
structures and disease.
The Diabetic Foot would be a welcome addition as a
point of reference to most departments involved in
diabetic foot care. Whilst a number of specialists may
also wish to have their own copy, it is unlikely that the
book would be the first choice for someone wishing to
gain an overview of diabetic foot disease nor those
with only a general interest in diabetes. This book
would complement a number of existing, less detailed
publications, for those readers requiring a more
in-depth knowledge of a specific area of diabetic foot
disease. At its listed price it will also be competing
with a number of cheaper texts already available on
the same subject.
S. Gough
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There has been a need for a new book on the practical
aspects of vascular access for some time. This book
attempts to fill this gap. It is a multi-author treatise
edited by Scott Berman from Arizona who also co-
authors twelve out of nineteen chapters. The focus is
on `` how to do it'' although most chapters go well
beyond this. There are four sections dealing with
haemodialysis access, access complications, central
venous access and peritoneal dialysis respectively.
The chapters relating to renal dialysis are loosely
based around the DOQI guidelines of the National
Kidney Foundation of the U.S.A., which have been
very useful for surgeons in many countries and are
tabulated in each chapter. The illustrations are in black
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